
Blades, Barricade Bring A
Swarm Of Blue In Sunnyside
Man Subdued, Two Cops Are Hurt

Police Commissioner Raymond Kelly was among those who responded to 46th Street in the vicinity of 
Skillman Avenue, in regards to the incident.
Two 108th Precinct officers were hurt after falling about eight feet, when a fence collapsed, police said.
Reportedly, the officers were attempting to climb the fence in an effort to respond to the rear of the 
building, located at 41-41-46th Street, where the suspect—identified as John Vassar—resides in a first-
floor apartment.
Police said that the incident began at around 9:44 p.m., when officers from the 108th Precinct were 
dispatched to 46th Street and 43rd Avenue to check a report about a man with a knife.
Upon their arrival, they spotted Vassar on the northeast corner, where he allegedly was waving a knife in 
each hand.
Efforts to persuade him to drop the knives proved brief and unsuccessful, as the man reportedly ran into 
the building and barricaded himself in his apartment.
Additional police—including some specialized units— responded, as an inner and outer perimeter was 
established, it was said.
While police tried to maintain a dialogue with the man, a  gun had to be used after he allegedly 
came out of the apartment armed with the knives in a menacing manner.
The suspect was taken into custody and removed to Elmhurst Hospital Center for treatment of a deep 
laceration regarded as self-inflicted.
He was charged with menacing and criminal possession of a weapon, pending a psychological exam, a 
law enforcement source reported.
The two injured police officers were treated and released.

by Bill Mitchell
Finding a 55-year-old man waving knives in both hands on a Sunnyside street corner on 
Monday night reportedly led to a police response which saw officers converge on the scene 
after the man ran into a building and barricaded himself inside his apartment.
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