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Guilford cops get high-tech weapon

Pamela McLoughlin, Register Staff April 12, 2002

GUILFORD — A weapon that delivers 50,000 volts of 
electricity and 26 watts of energy to stop suspects in their 
tracks without causing injury will soon put officers here on 
the cutting edge of crime fighting technology.

The same weapon, the M26 Advanced Taser,- is awaiting FAA approval to be 
used on airplanes because of its unique ability to deliver non-deadly force at a 
distance without bullets.

Guilford will become the second police department in Greater New Haven and 
the ninth in the state to arm cruisers with the Taser. The weapon, law 
enforcement officials say, is not far off in concept from the Phaser used in 1966 
by Capt. James Kirk on the television show "Star Trek."

"It's better than putting a bullet in them. It's better than hitting them with a club," 
Police Chief Thomas Terribile told police commissioners before they approved 
the devices.

The Advanced Taser is used now by eight police departments in the state: 
Cheshire, Meriden, Glastonbury, Manchester, Cromwell, South Windsor, 
Vernon and Wethersfield. Officers in East and West Hartford are training, but 
have not yet obtained the Taser. Some 1,100 police agencies in the U.S. and 
Canada use the Advanced Taser, most valuable because it can stop a suspect 
at a distance without the use of deadly force.

The local commission approved spending $13,000 to train officers and arm each 
of the town's 10 cruisers with the Advanced Taser. The decision followed a 
riveting presentation by Lt. Jay Kehoe of the Glastonbury Police Department 
and a Northeast master trainer in use of the M26 Advanced Taser.

The weapon, shaped like a gun with a wide barrel, delivers two stainless steel 
probes to a suspect at a distance of up to 21 feet. The probes are connected to 
the device by high voltage insulated wire. The device can penetrate 1⁄4 inch into 
the skin and sends a signal to overrides nerve impulses between the brain and 
central nervous system, causing an uncontrollable contraction of body muscles. 
As a result, the target falls to the ground for five seconds and loses mental 
focus, giving police a chance to move in or garner surrender.
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"I've seen people shot, stabbed, who don't go down like they do with this 
device," Kehoe said. "This doesn't replace your (pepper spray) or firearm. It just 
gives these guys (police) another tool to put in their toolbox."

Meriden police Sgt. Leonard Caponigro said his department's SWAT team used 
the Advanced Taser last fall to subdue a possibly armed man who was inside a 
house threatening his mother.

"Anything we use that's less than lethal force is fabulous," Caponigro said. 
"Years ago you resorted to beating the guy over the head or shooting them."

Stun guns, such as the type used on motorist Rodney King, affect only the 
sensory nervous system, allowing some suspects to fight through it, as King 
did, Kehoe said. Also, since police are conditioned to immediately release a 
pulled trigger, the impact made by the stun gun ends sooner than the Taser, 
which automatically stays activated for five seconds when the trigger is pulled.

He said the Advanced Taser, developed about two years ago, is used widely in 
California, in Arizona, where it is manufactured, and other western states, which 
are generally three years ahead in technology. 

Kehoe said the Taser isn't being used more in this area because of budgetary 
constraints in some departments, lack of knowledge, and the factor that 
frustrates him the most - the traditional nature of New England.

Kehoe said the weapon, powered by 8 AA batteries, does not have any long- or 
short-term health effects, works every time and will reduce injuries to officers 
and suspects. No deaths have resulted from the Taser itself, only injuries as the 
result of a fall or being accidentally hit in the eye, he said. A probe can become 
embedded in the skin, but is easily removed, he said.

The Advanced Taser guns cost about $400 each and require three hours of 
officer training, he said. 

Three Guilford police officers have been trained as instructors and will train the 
rest of the force. He said even though only three hours of training is necessary 
for each officer, training can become costly for some departments because 
officers need to be replaced on their shifts.

In training videos that left the commission wide-eyed this week, officer after 
officer hit with the probes let out a sound similar to that of a person being 
punched in the stomach and were instantly knocked off their feet. Officers said 
the jolt does not hurt — one officer said he even liked it — and the sound is 
more involuntary than one of pain, they said. In another video, a confined 
suspect on drugs who was unapproachably violent, was knocked down in a 
second so police could grab him. Kehoe said after that encounter the suspect 
was cooperative and even apologetic during future dealings with police. 
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